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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE - B Y M IKE G ULBRANDSON
Last November, I sat in
my deer hunting stand in a
t-shirt and bare feet to
cool off. Now, that’s a
distant memory with -23 F
this morning on the thermometer.
Looking out on Baby Lake, there are a
few ice houses and bright sunshine with
modest snow cover. The last few weeks
I have been enjoying the postings of
photos & video on the “our6lakes”
Facebook page. I encourage you
to share your stories and sightings of
wildlife.
I have maintained a second home
on Baby since 2004 and have been a
permanent Baby Lake resident since
2014. I looked over some of my
archived Lake Links to review past
issues and try to chart how we might
serve our future generations. I see
milfoil reached Leech Lake in 2005 and
this year, the DNR reports that Leech
Lake now has zebra mussel larva. So far
we’ve done a good job as lake stewards
in our district. We must continue to be
diligent in our own conduct as well as
efforts to educate the public in
protecting this 6 lake watershed.
I see the lake levelers were
discussed in 2005 and in 2007 were
installed intending to “trick” the
beavers. Last year we learned from the
hydrologist that the 6 lakes do not have
a significant gradient and were only
marginally effective in diverting
beaver dam building. Fall 2016 saw
21 beaver trapped with 11 of these

at the Kid/Baby creek. I have been
monitoring the Kid/Baby water flow
since the beaver removal and the creek
flows unabated, even now into the cold
of January 2017. As far as I am able to
ascertain in 13 years of observation,
trapping is the most effective means of
keeping lake connections flowing.
Every other year we test water
quality in all 6 lakes. It has remained
excellent. In 2017, the testing will be
conducted by our lake reps. This testing
is the association’s largest expense next
to the annual meeting.
By now you’ve received your
membership renewal form. Our
finances took some unexpected “hits”
in 2016. We were able to manage the
expense and remain stable, however,
membership and treasury has fallen
more than expected in 2016. Our
organization is dedicated to keeping
this watershed healthy. In addition to
adding to our quality of life, it adds a
positive factor to our property values.
This Lake Link is sent to all property
owners regardless as to whether you
contribute or not, but we hope you will
join in support of our goals.
Past years of Lake Link have seen
frequent calls concerning volunteers for
staffing with experiments outsourcing
chair positions. As 2017 begins,
all outsourcing of chair positions has
ended. Key chair positions are
now staffed with dedicated and
talented volunteers. More
(Continued on page 2)
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Mission Statement:
Our mission is to preserve and
improve water quality, fish
habitat, and the well-being of
wildlife in our lakes and
watershed.
If you have any questions or
concerns about your lake, please
contact your lake representative
listed within this newsletter.
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Association News
It’s Time to Renew Your Membership!

Our New Vice President – Alkis Michaelides

by Laura Palmer-Turnacliff, Membership Chair

HAPPY NEW YEAR! Denise and I were looking for a cabin for 4
years all over Minnesota, from Grand Marais to Bemidji We
wanted woods and water, hunting and fishing and privacy.
Since Denise is a real estate broker we looked at probably
over 200 properties. We found our cabin on Baby that had all
we wanted except the garage, but we fixed that. We bought
the cabin in 2007 and then bought the land on Lost Lake two
years later.
I am a financial planner and have been doing that for
33 years. We live in Maple Grove, about 3 hours from the
cabin. We spend a lot of time at the cabin and truly
appreciate the tranquility but also the sense of little
community that nature and all our neighbors offer. We have
two sons that spend time with us up there and our younger
son had a terrible ATV accident in 2009 and almost died.
What saved his life was the first responders that came for
Lost lake and other close by houses.I know that the only way
that we can maintain and preserve what we have is by
volunteering and working with other people who care and
value our environment.

Happy New Year! The 2017 membership renewal drive has
begun. We encourage you to renew your membership! As
stewards of our lakes, we look forward to serving our
members this coming year. We’ve worked hard to keep the
membership renewal fee at the same low price of $25. What
does the Lake Association do, you ask? Our board members
are busy year-round caring for our lakes by meeting with
local, regional and state organizations about keeping the
quality of our lakes clean, learning about aquatic invasive
species that threaten other lakes around the region and
learning how to protect our lakes while addressing our
individual lakes’ special concerns. The biennial water quality
testing will be conducted this year on each lake, along with
water clarity testing. We are also addressing beaver control
and each spring and fall we place buoys as needed for boating
safety. We’d greatly appreciate any additional donations for
special projects, funds of which are held in trust, in case of
any future serious threats to our lake environment. If you
send a special donation to the Hackensack Fire & Rescue, all
funds specified pass directly through to support fire control.
Thank you!
Best Regards,

Our6lakes.org

Laura
(Continued from page 1)

board participation is always welcome so don’t
be afraid to meet your neighbors and inquire for a position!
The next “in person” board meeting is set for April 29, 9:00
AM, at my home. I see a good 2017 ahead of us with a strong
assembly of volunteers to advance the association goals in
following years. Thank you all!

The Rannows (our next door neighbors) and us
spending time at the Grand Canyon in Arizona.

2016-17 Board of Directors Meetings
(open to all members)
April 29, 2017
June 10, 2017
July 15, 2017
July 29, 2017

Board Meeting
Board Meeting
Board Meeting
Members’ Annual Meeting

August 26, 2017

Board Meeting

Mike Gulbrandson’s - 9:00 a.m.
Mike Gulbrandson’s - 9:00 a.m.
Mike Gulbrandson’s - 9:00 a.m.
UCC Church, Hackensack
8:00 a.m. Registration, 9:00 a.m. Meeting
Time and place TBD

Agenda items due to the President one week prior to board meetings or bring to meeting
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Cabin Cooking
Tortellini Soup with Italian Sausage and Spinach
by Sue Ready

Cook's notes: One of the best things about this soup recipe is
its versatility with lots of options: Italian sausage or turkey
sausage, green beans, peppers or cubed yellow squash,
chicken broth or beef broth, cheese tortellini or tri-color
tortellini, spinach or cabbage, spices.
Here's my version of this hearty rustic soup that works well for
a main meal. It is also one of those soups that tastes better the
second day. Pair the meal with artisan or French bread. Recipe
serves four.
Ingredients:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1 TB. olive oil
1/2 cup onion, diced
2 garlic cloves, minced
3/4 lb. Italian sausage
1/3 cup each diced carrots, celery, and sweet red
pepper
1 cup zucchini diced
1-32 oz. container of chicken broth (low sodium and
fat free)
2 cans (14 oz.) diced tomatoes with basil, garlic and
oregano
1-1/2 tsp. dried Italian seasoning
1- 2 cups torn spinach leaves (remove stems)
1- 9 oz. package fresh or frozen tortellini
Optional: 3 TB. heavy cream or Fage yogurt
Optional: grated Parmesan cheese

Meet the Editor
Kim Hruba has been editing our Lake
Link newsletter since 2011. Her
childhood was spent on Round Lake on
Hwy 371 between Nisswa and Brainerd.
Today, she resides in Warroad, MN,
better known as Hockeytown, USA, with
her husband and five children. Over the last fifteen years, she
has done a variety of freelance writing including events
coverage, articles, brochures, flyers, newsletters, grants,
translation, cover letters & resumes, and editing.

Directions:
In soup pot brown sausage and drain off fat. Set meat aside
on a paper towel. Heat 1 TB. olive oil and sauté onions 3
minutes, add in garlic and sauté 1 minute more. Add in
zucchini, peppers, carrots, celery, spices, cooked meat,
canned diced tomatoes, broth, and bring to a boil. Reduce
heat to low, cover and simmer 30 minutes or until vegetables
are tender. Add in tortellini and spinach leaves; cook
uncovered about 10 minutes, until pasta is al dente. Optional
adding in heavy cream or Fage yogurt which give the soup a
creamy flavor.
Note: Leftover soup on the second day will need more broth
as the tortellini will have absorbed some of the liquid.
Her business, Red Shoes Writing Solutions, provides
personalized service, tailoring your project to the energy and
vocabulary you need to reach your audience. Kim is also the
author of Elevator Girl, a romantic comedy, and currently at
work on her second book, Etiquette Girl. She enjoys
volunteering, being in Toastmasters, knitting, and supporting
her husband’s home brewing adventures. Contact Kim
at kim@redshoeswriting.com for more information about her
services.

.
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Neighborhood News
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Neighborhood News
A Note From Our 6 Lakes Buoy Master
By Chuck Millberg

As we approach another summer boating season
on our beautiful six lakes, it’s important to
reacquaint ourselves with the navigation aids used
on Baby and Man Lakes. Buoys are navigation aids
that float on top of the water and are moored to
the bottom of the lake with a chain and heavy
anchor. Our 6 Lakes buoys are cylindrical in shape,
eight inches in diameter, and approximately 6-8
feet long, although only 3-4 feet protrude above
the surface of the water. The markings on each
buoy alert you to the following:
Black & White Vertical Stripes: Indicates that
there is a shoreward obstruction (a line of rocks, etc.) and
that you should not pass between the buoy and the
nearest point on shore.
White with Orange Diamond: Warns boaters of a
specific danger such as an underwater rock or
cluster of rocks. The source of danger may be
lettered in black.
White with Orange Circle and Black Lettering:
alerts boaters to a controlled or restricted area on
the water. The most common restriction is a “slow
no-wake” area. Slow no-wake means operating
your boat at the slowest possible speed necessary
to maintain steerage, but in no case greater than
five miles-per-hour. We have three slow no-wake buoys
in Tussler’s Bay near the Baby Lake public access.
If you see a buoy that is damaged or needs
attention, please contact Chuck Millberg at 218682-3938 or email at chuckmillberg@gmail.com.
For additional boating information please refer to
the Minnesota Boating Guide which can be found
at www.dnr.minnesota.gov/regulations/
boatwater.

Zebra Mussel Larvae Confirmed in
Leech Lake
Excerpt taken from Pilot Independent, Dec. 8, 2016

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources has
confirmed zebra mussels in their larval stage in two
locations in Leech Lake in Cass County.
The DNR has found no adult zebra mussels in the
lake, but the locations and numbers of zebra mussel
larvae, called veligers (VEL-uh-jers), indicate a
reproducing population may be present.
The DNR confirmed more than 30 veligers from a
sample collected in deep water off the shore of
Portage Bay, on the northeast side of the 110,000acre lake, and more than 40 veligers from a sample
collected in the center of Kabekona Bay, on Leech
Lake’s western edge. No veligers were present in
samples collected from three other sites between
Portage and Kabekona bays. The two sites where
veligers were confirmed are nearly 17 miles apart.
The DNR Fisheries section collected the samples as
part of their Lake Survey Program, which proactively
gathers and analyzes samples from the 11 largest
lakes in Minnesota every year. Leech Lake is the thirdlargest lake in the state.
Portage Bay is within the Leech Lake Reservation;
Kabekona Bay is not. The DNR will work with the
Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe, the Leech Lake
Association, property owners and local governments
to conduct a broader search and discuss options.
People should contact an area DNR aquatic invasive
species specialist if they think they’ve found zebra
mussels or any other invasive species that has not
already been confirmed in a lake.

Send Us Your Stuff!
We welcome lake association
members' photos, neighborhood
news and articles at any time. Submit
to Sue Ready at suready@yahoo.com
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Neighborhood News
BALD EAGLES
by Lois Anderson

One of the delights of summer on the
lake is watching the bald eagles soaring
overhead. Even though they are a fairly
common sight now, they were once a
rarity. Now they are so common the
noise of feeding their young wakes
some neighbors and the osprey
numbers seem to have diminished,
perhaps due to increased competition.
As you watch and enjoy the eagles, or
grumble about them, there are some
facts about them we should all be
aware of. In 1963, there were only 417
nesting pairs left in the lower 48 states,
largely due to DDT contaminating the
fish they ate, resulting in eggshells that
were too thin. DDT was banned in 1972
and eagles were classified as endangered
in 1973. I don't remember seeing eagles
in the 70's at the lake at all, although
there were pairs of ospreys. Eagle
numbers increased in the 1980's and by
2007 they were removed from the
endangered list.

Eagles start out as completely dark the
first several years. By age 5 they have
the distinctive white head and tail and
are of breeding age. They mate for life.
They eat fish primarily, but will
sometimes take other birds or roadkill.
They can go for days without hunting,
storing food in a large crop. They seem
to be opportunistic hunters, retrieving
injured fish or even ducks.
One fall after the start of duck hunting
season, I watched an injured merganser
struggle to fly some 75 yards from
shore. It attracted the attention of an
eagle, but the merganser was too heavy
for the eagle to lift from the water.
After several attempts, the eagle landed
on the merganser and used its wings to
"row" the merganser to shore where it
could finally enjoy its meal. Apparently
this "rowing" of heavier prey is not
uncommon.
Last August, I saw what I thought from a
distance were a pair of black labs or
bear cubs searching a beach area on
Baby after a storm. Weeds and debris
had washed up and the pair was
apparently beach combing. When I
motored closer it was a pair of
immature bald eagles, totally dark but
really big, searching the shore for dead
fish.

Now, Minnesota has the largest
population of bald eagles outside Alaska
and Florida. In 2015, the DNR estimated
there were 1,500 nests in the state, with
the Chippewa National Forest, which
borders some of our lakes, having an
Perhaps the ultimate in opportunistic
especially large number. I have seen
hunting happened some years ago,
nests on Man, Baby and McKeown in the
when eagles were just coming back and
past, but I believe the windstorms of the
we still had a number of ospreys
last two summers knocked some of the
around. I had just had the good fortune
nests down. The nests can be huge, as
to see an osprey dive down and take a
much as 6 to 8 feet across, occupied each
large fish effortlessly. As it began to fly
year and added to for years. Some nests have been estimated
up,
an
eagle
dove
down
on it, talons outstretched. The osprey,
at over a ton in weight. The nests on our lakes tend to be in
trying to defend itself, flipped over in mid-flight, raised its
tall white pines, but unfortunately those were some of the
talons, and dropped the fish. The eagle swerved around the
trees that snapped off in the August storms.
osprey, grabbed the fish and flew away with a nice meal,
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Feature Story: El Camino
made a reservation for either a bunk or a room one day ahead.
The accommodations were essentially a hostel, where 10-50
people slept on bunks in one room. In Spain they were called
albergues. “What about finding the path?” The Camino is well
by Linnea Dietrich
marked mainly by yellow arrows painted on the roads, on
buildings and on fences. There are several different types of
Gary and I set out for St.
Jean Pied de Port, France to signage to help from getting lost. We walked from east to west
across the northern part of Spain from France all the way to
start our pilgrimage midSeptember 2016. As part of a Finisterre, “the end of the earth,” on the Atlantic Ocean. The
sun was always at our back.
spiritual direction course I
was taking, I read a book by The Camino was a trip of a lifetime
Joyce Rupp about her
for both of us. It was a time to see
pilgrimage on The Camino across the northern part of Spain. I northern Spain at about two miles
thought, “Why would anyone want to walk 560 miles across
per hour. We walked across the
Spain and sleep in bunk beds in hostels and eat pilgrim
Meseta, a high dry plateau of
meals???” Then my brother asked me to join him and his wife wheat fields, for 4-5 days, through
on the walk. I said, “Okay, why not.” Then at Christmas 2015, beautiful vineyards, dairy farms,
they informed me they had changed their minds and were no mountain villages, medieval
longer going. I decided I would go, even if I went alone.
villages, big cities, pine forests,
Eventually my husband, Gary, agreed to come with me. And
eucalyptus forests, and along the
what a trip it was! We are both still reflecting upon what this
Atlantic Ocean. We walked with
pilgrimage means to us physically, emotionally and spiritually. people from around the world. We

The Camino de
Santiago…Two
Pilgrims’ Journey

We walked over 560 miles over a period of five weeks. Yes,
that works out to over fifteen miles a day. The people from
around the world we met, the stories, the history of the Way,
the tradition, the food, the time for contemplation, the
physical challenge, the snoring, the shin splints, the blisters…
How do you describe this experience in a few words when we
have not fully processed it yet ourselves?
On September 17, 2016 we hiked out of St.
John Pied de Port which is the starting point
of the French Camino. We hiked up and part
way over the Pyrenees Mountains, following
the same route that according to history,
Napoleon had walked when he invaded
Spain. What a way to start, up and over the
mountains. Little did we know that along
“The Way” we would be crossing several
additional mountain ranges. People have
asked, “Did you have a guide? Was the trip
planned for you?” We bought a guide book
by John Brierly that everyone seemed to
have in whatever language they spoke, and
planned our hike using that book. We usually

walked with each other. We
walked alone. We arrived in Santiago de Compostela on
October 25th, where for 90% of the pilgrims, their pilgrimage
is complete. We rested for three days and walked the final
sixty miles to Finisterre. Before we left home, Gary and I had
decided we were going to walk all of the way to Finisterre,
where before the discovery of America,
Europeans thought it was the end of the
earth and people used to go to watch the
sun fall into the ocean.
A movie about The Camino is called “The
Way” from 2010 starring Martin Sheen. You
can get it from Netflix and it is a fair
depiction of what the hike is like. Both of us
would highly recommend experiencing the
Camino firsthand. What did we learn?? Ask
us in six months. The discovery and learning
is only beginning to unfold. The Hub,
formerly known as “The Senior Center” has
asked us to share about our pilgrimage
on Thursday, March 16th. We would love to
have you join us.
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Did You Know?
Muskellunge Biology and Identification
Excerpt taken from Minnesota DNR

The muskellunge is native to Lake of the Woods; lakes of the
Upper Mississippi drainage (such as Cass and Leech lakes and
the Boy River system); a few smaller lakes near Grand Rapids
and Park Rapids; and the Rainy, Big Fork, Little Fork, St. Croix
and Mississippi rivers. It has been introduced to about fifty
lakes.
The muskie, unlike the northern pike, has six to nine pores
(usually seven) on each side of the underside of the lower jaw.
The lower half of the muskie's cheek is not scaled. The lobes of
the muskie's tail are more pointed than those of the northern pike.
The muskie's coloration, too, is distinct from a
northern pike's and takes three common forms that
depend somewhat on the muskie's place of origin,
but all have a light background.
Most muskie from the upper Mississippi watershed
and the Big Fork, Little Fork and Rainy rivers have
dark spots on a light background. Muskie from the
Park Rapids area and Shoepack Lake in Voyageurs
National Park (as well as many Wisconsin waters)
usually have dark bars on a light background. The
Shoepack strain was widely stocked until it was
discovered to be a rather small fish, even when
raised in waters suited for rapid growth.
The third pattern, which is occasionally seen
throughout Minnesota and Wisconsin, is the "clear"
pattern of light sides with no marks or very faint
marks on the rear third of the fish.
The muskie spawns when the water temperature
is 48 to 59 degrees, about two weeks later than
the northern pike. A 40-pound female can
produce more than 200,000 eggs. They generally
spawn twice, the second time about 14 days after
the first time. Unlike the northern pike's adhesive
eggs, which cling to vegetation, the muskie's eggs
settle to the bottom rather than the weedy inshore areas northern pike use. This separation of
spawning areas apparently prevents northern pike
Baby • Kerr • Kid • Lost • Man • McKeown Lakes Association • Our6lakes.org
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Did You Know?
fingerlings from preying on newly hatched muskie fry. In other circumstances, however, late-spawning northern pike have
been observed actively spawning with muskie; the hybrid offspring is called a "tiger muskie."
The muskie's diet is similar to the northern pike's. Fry eat plankton and then invertebrates but soon eat primarily fish. Muskie
feeding peaks at water temperatures in the mid-60s and drops off as temperatures reach the mid-80s.
Muskie are smaller than northern pike during their first couple years but later grow longer and heavier than their relatives,
occasionally surpassing 30 pounds. The average angler-caught muskie is much larger than the average northern pike. Genetics
plays a role in this size difference. So do fishing regulations that protect muskie with a minimum-size limit but allow a liberal
harvest of small to medium-size limit but allow a liberal harvest of small to medium-sized northern pike.
Tiger muskie
The tiger muskie is the hybrid of the northern pike and muskie. It is usually infertile and has
characteristics of both parents. The hybrid has distinct tiger bars on a light background, similar
to the barred coloration pattern of some muskie. Its fins and tail lobes are rounded like a
northern pike's but colored like a muskie's. The cheekscale and mandible-pore patterns are
intermediate between a northern pike's and muskie's.
The tiger muskie grows slightly faster than either pure-strain parent in the first several years of
life. It can exceed 30 pounds. Some tiger muskie occur naturally, though most hybrids are
produced in hatcheries. They are useful in stocking because they grow quickly and endure high
temperatures better than either parent does. Hybrids are easier to raise in a hatchery than
pure-strain muskie, they reach legal size sooner and they are easier to catch. Because tiger
muskie are usually sterile, their numbers can be controlled by changing the stocking rate.
In Minnesota, fish managers use the pure-strain
muskie in lakes that can sustain naturally
reproducing populations. The tiger muskie is
reserved for lakes with heavy fishing pressure in
and near the Twin Cities. Tiger muskie are subject
to the same low possession limit and minimum-size
limit that protect pure-strain muskie.

acliff’s big
Laura Palmer-Turn

catch

Randy Turnacliff
’s fish house on

McKeown Lake
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Who Ya Gonna Call?
The Lake Link Submittal Policy
Stories, articles and comments submitted by members are strongly encouraged and welcomed. They may be printed in the
newsletter depending on available space and the appropriateness of the subject matter and content. The submitted material
may be edited to fit the available space and will be attributed to the person submitting the material. The editor makes the final
decision as to whether or not the submitted material will be published in the newsletter. No politically oriented content will be
published. Opinions or positions contained in submitted articles do not reflect the association’s policies or points of view.

Board Members & Lake Representatives
Mike Gulbrandson - President
4528 Evergreen Dr. NW
Hackensack, MN 56452
218-682-2760
gulbrandm@aol.com
Alkis Michaelidis - Vice President
11300 86th Avenue N
Maple Grove, MN 55369
Cell: 612-799- 4851
cypriots@aol.com
Ron Jandura - Past President
1860 40th Street NW
Hackensack, MN 56452
Lake: 218-682-3082
Florida Home:352-873-9055
ron.jandura@gmail.com
Kathleen Millberg -Treasurer
Send Mail to:
P. O. Box 86
Hackensack, MN 56452
kmillberg@icloud.com
Melissa Halverson - Co-Secretary
20593 Hampshire Way
Lakeville, MN 55044
651-503-3940
ghsmelissa@charter.net
Dana Lehto - Co-Secretary
305 16th Avenue SE
St. Cloud, MN 56304
320-249-3113
Laura Turnacliff - Membership Chair
6lakesmembership@gmail.com
Stan Kumpula-Lakes Mgmt. Team Leader
4168 Interlachen Dr. NW
Hackensack, MN 56452
218-682-2026
skumpula@tds.net

Randy Turnacliff-Water Quality Team Leader
4422 Buxton Rd NW
Hackensack, MN 56452
Cell: 612-412-7054
Home: 218-262-2122
rturnacliff@msn.com
John Poor-Co-Chair of Fisheries Team
1697 Partridge Lane
Hackensack, MN 56452
Cell: 305-803-2461
jp914f16@gmail.com
John Jensen-Co-Chair of Fisheries Team
Cell: 507-271-2474
mapleriver@jahoo.com
Rob Chapman-Baby Lake Rep.
19831 Everhill Avenue
Farmington, MN 55024
Lake: 218-682-3461
Home: 651-463-4720
rjgbcha@aol.com
Chuck & Kathleen Millberg-Baby Lake Reps.
4567 Evergreen Trail NW
Hackensack, MN 56452
218-682-3938
chuckmillberg@gmail.com
Brian & Monica Laudenbach
Co-Kid Lake Reps
5506 398th Street
Rice, MN 56367
320-248-4907
Brian.Laudenbach@jmcompanies.net
Lois Anderson-Man Lake Rep.
145 Choctaw Circle
Chanhassen, MN 55317
Cell: 612-275-8806
loiseveritt@gmail.com

Norm Wieland-McKeown Lake Rep.
4167 Tall Timber Trail, NW
Hackensack, MN 56452
218-682-2352
wielandloon@tds.net
Chuck Naeckel -Kerr Lake Rep.
1585 County 5
Hackensack, MN 56452
563-332-1905
Dave Rueter-Lost Lake Rep.
12256 Lakeview Drive N
Maple Grove, MN 55369
roots22@msn.com
Charley Ready-Web Master-Our6lakes.org
4668 Evergreen Trail NW
Hackensack, MN 56452
218-682-2562
ready_c@hotmail.com
Sue Ready-Newsletter
suready@yahoo.com
Mike & Lanet Johnson - Lakeledger
lakeledger@gmail.com
3914 Perry Avenue N
Robbinsdale, MN 55422
(Mike) 612-201-4915
(Lanet) 952-807-8264
mdavidjohnson1@comcast.net
AIS Team Leader - OPEN

ALL LISTED INDIVIDUALS ARE
CONSIDERED ASSOCIATION BOARD
MEMBERS. PLEASE ATTEND ALL BOARD
FUNCTIONS. YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS ARE
VERY IMPORTANT!
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Classifieds
Wayne’s Mowing Service
- Mowing jobs wanted in the lake
association area Call to make arrangements
01585 County 5 NW
(563) 332-1905
Woman Lake Road
c.naeckel@hotmail.com
Hackensack, MN 56452 Free Estimates!

Wayne Molstead

(218) 682-2065, after May 15
(218) 232-2924, during winter

All Lake Association members can advertise in the Lake Link free of charge. Submit ads for
upcoming issues by email to: suready@yahoo.com
(Continued from page 5)

The DNR recommends these steps for lake property owners:
•

Look on the posts, wheels and underwater support bars of docks and lifts, as well as any parts
of boats, pontoons and rafts that may have been submerged in water for an extended period.
• Hire DNR-permitted lake service provider businesses to install or remove boats, docks, lifts and
other water-related equipment. These businesses have attended training on Minnesota’s aquatic
invasive species laws and many have experience identifying and removing invasive species.
It’s especially important to keep docks and boat lifts out of the water for at least 21 days before
putting them into another body of water. This state law is central to the training DNR-permitted
lake service provider businesses receive. Anyone transporting a dock or lift from the adjacent
shoreline property to another location for storage or repair may need a permit, to help prevent the spread of aquatic invasive
species.
Zebra mussels are an invasive (non-native) species that can compete with native species for food and habitat, cut the feet of
swimmers, reduce the performance of boat motors, and cause expensive damage to water intake pipes. Less than two
percent of Minnesota’s 11,842 lakes are listed as infested with zebra mussels.
More information is available at www.mndnr.gov/AIS
(Continued from page 6)

giving what sounded like a derisive shriek. (No wonder there are fewer osprey around.)
Those eagle talons, four per foot, are up to 2 inches long and closed by special interlocking tendons so
that eagles can carry prey a long distance with little strain to their muscles. Eagles have a wing span of six
to eight feet, weigh eight to fourteen pounds, and can see for a mile.
These formidable birds even seem to have a sense of humor. I watched one harass a group of young
loons that were gathering up prior to migrating south. The eagle sat on a tree and watched the loons at
the edge of the drop off, 50 yards out. Every few minutes the eagle flew down towards the loons, who
would dive, make danger/distress calls, and be generally and noisily upset. The eagle returned to its
perch without ever extending its talons. It was hard to tell whether it was amusing itself or watching for
an unwary loon. Certainly the eagle seemed to be laughing as it sat on its branch with its beak open.
So as you watch eagles soaring over the lake, enjoy what was once a rare sight, and recognize what a remarkable bird we
share our area with.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Our 6 Lakes
P.O. Box 86
Hackensack, MN 56452
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